should throw your heart into composing poetry, painting pictures, or playing music? Life means the same thing as activity. The freer the activity the more meaningful life will be. Man's practical activity is complete doing-for-the-sake-of-doing, and its proper environment requires limitations.
Aesthetic activity is complete doing-for-the-sake of-nothing. [3] Its proper environment doesn't require our activity, but only our willingness to do and act. In the doing-for-the-sake-of-doing environment man is the slave of his environment. In doing-for-the-sake-of-nothing, man is master Throughout history countless heroes and heroines have passed through innumerable successes and failures, yet only works of art do not decay. The authors of "Picking Cockleburs" and "The Peacock Flies East and South" can still kindle strong feelings in our hearts, even though they were common people beneath the feet of the great emperors. [4] When Emperor Qin Shihuang conquered the six states, unified the books and measures, when Cao Mengde descended on the east bank of the Yangtze with 800,000 troops and horses, the ships' prows plunged, and for a thousand miles pennants flapped in the air. But what significance do these moving victories have for you? [5] The Great Wall and Cao Cao's "Short Ballad" are still very intimate for us and can make our hearts experience exalted spiritual feelings. These sections of wall and pieces of verse are eternally familiar to humanity. By analogy, several thousand or even a million years from now, when we look back at these heated discussions about "imperialism" or "anti-imperialism," "chairman,"
"representative," and "movie star," what will be the significance for mankind? In this generation do we have relics like the Great Wall or "Short Ballad" to pass on to the next generation to make them feel we were connected also? If the remote past is just a black vacuum, we are still able to discern its contours because of the light shed by great thinkers and artists. Friends, let us cherish these rays of light and carry them forth as we descend into the future darkness! 
